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Preparation for Worship 

Gather in a quiet place, free of distraction (put silenced cellphones in another room) 
 
Decide who will lead the various parts.  A family worship experience should involve everyone, 
especially children! This guide can be adapted by families of 1 or 2 people.  Here are the parts: 

• Reading the Call to Worship 

• Reading the Scripture 

• Reading the Pastor’s Devotional and Our Offering to God sections 

• Leading the Prayer (your own words, from notes) 

• Playing the songs on a laptop, tablet, or phone (Just listen to the songs if you prefer not 
to sing☺) You can copy and paste the links or find them with Google. 
 

Discuss who and what you should include in your prayer. In addition to people within the church 
family, also discuss friends, co-workers, and neighbors for whom you want to pray. Consider 
what local, national, or international concern you should include (Whoever is to lead the prayer 
can take notes—it’s OK to look at notes when praying). A simple way to pray is to go by ACTS: 

Adoration:  giving God praise by naming God’s beautiful qualities (Almighty, loving, etc.) 
Confession:  pausing for a minute for everyone to acknowledge their sin silently & privately 
Thanksgiving:  naming specific ways God has provided for needs or has answered prayers 
Supplication:  ask God to help or provide for specific people or situations  

 

Suggested Order of Worship 

Call to Worship  Psalm 116:1-7 
 
Song of Praise    Here I Am to Worship 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoxopsRSfdU&list=PL59C813C70FF56004&index=18  
Scripture   Acts 18:18-28 
Pastor’s Devotional (on next page) 

Our Offering to God 

When we hear the word “offering,” we naturally think of giving money to finance God’s work. We 
also think of the time that we volunteer to bless other people. Yet our “offering” also includes 
how we choose to live as “sent people” in the places where we live, work, and play.  

• What is something you learned from the devotional or your recent reading of Acts? If you 
are in a group, share this with the others. 

• Beyond your parents, who key people who helped you grow as a disciple of Jesus? 

• Can you envision yourself being a mentor for someone who is young in the faith?  How 
can Church in the Wild help you prepare to take this role? 
 

Prayer (from your notes) 

Song of Faith (optional) Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k&index=68&list=PL59C813C70FF56004  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoxopsRSfdU&list=PL59C813C70FF56004&index=18
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LMQfOp9w8k&index=68&list=PL59C813C70FF56004


Pastor’s Devotional 
Acts 18:18-28 

 
Reading Acts 16 &17 this past week gave us an intriguing glimpse of how the Gospel was 
received by many Greeks with great eagerness. Nonetheless, Paul and Silas faced many 
painful moments of rejection. In Philippi they were stripped and beaten, then imprisoned, their 
feet put into stocks. Yet once again, the message of Jesus was shared through suffering: “About 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 
listening…” (16:25) No wonder that in the months that followed, churches were founded in 
Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and Corinth! 
 
Staying a long time in Corinth, Paul became a partner in the Gospel with a man named Aquila, 
whose wife was Priscilla. All three made their living as tentmakers, so Paul stayed with them. 
 
Today’s reading begins as the apostles finish their last leg of this 2nd Missionary Journey. They 
sailed back for Syria, taking Priscilla and Aquila with them. Did you notice the change of order? 
From 18:19 on, the Book of Acts calls them Priscilla and Aquila rather than the traditional Aquila 
and Priscilla. So why does Luke the narrator flip their names? Many commentators suspect that 
though she was female, Priscilla took a larger leadership role in the church. We can’t be sure, 
but it is startling that in the early church several women are named as having significant roles, 
so different than the Jewish and the pagan cultures, which granted women few civil rights 
(Another woman who gave leadership was Phoebe, mentioned in Romans 16:1). 
 
Though they weren’t highly educated people, Priscilla and Aquila had huge impact on the 
mission of the church because of the man they mentored. Stopping in Ephesus (a large Roman 
city on the west coast of present-day Turkey), Priscilla and Aquila decided to remained in 
Ephesus as Paul continued his journey. Then we are told: 
 

Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was 
a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed 
in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus 
accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in 
the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home 
and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 

 
Apollos had great potential to be influential because of his deep knowledge of the Old 
Testament and Greco-Roman literature. His sophistication equipped him to speak to 
intellectuals and the upper class—a huge asset for the church. He eventually fulfilled this 
potential. When Paul criticized the Corinthians’ tendency to gravitate to favorite leaders, he 
writes that “One of you says ‘I follow Paul;” another `I follow Apollos’” (1 Corinthians 1:12). 
 
Isn’t it fascinating that a working-class woman and her tent-making husband would be disciple-
makers for a man from higher social class!  Isn’t it amazing that Apollos has the humility to 
welcome instruction from less educated leaders!  Once more we see remarkable signs of the 
Holy Spirit at work; not only through the supernatural but as societal relationships improve. 
 
Part of Church in the Wild’s positive impact will be bringing together people with diverse 
backgrounds, varied educational backgrounds, with a wide variety of work experiences. There 
will be times when people who are less educated serve as discipleship mentors for those with 
more education, if those who teach have greater knowledge of the scriptures and how to follow 
Jesus.  
 
Just one more sign that the Holy Spirit is at work! 


